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From the Superintendent’s Desk
I am pleased to announce that we were able to restart 

our after-school program commencing October 11. Morris 
After-School Alliance (MASA) is a three day/week pro-
gram and is open to students in pre-kindergarten through 
eighth grade. The program includes both recreational and 
educational components while providing a safe place for 
our students after school. MASA is possible because of the 
monetary support we receive through two different grants.

The first source of revenue is through the Community 
Foundation located in Broome County. This foundation 
also assisted with our summer JAMS program during the 
summer of 2014. We would not be able to provide such an 
outstanding program without their support. 

The second source of revenue is through our Community 
Schools Foundation Grant. Low wealth school districts 
in New York received an increase in foundation aid, with 
the emphasis on student achievement and community 
involvement. One condition of the grant is that we use it to 
supplement our educational program rather than supplant 
other sources of revenue. We are using this grant to help 
fund the MASA program for our 7th and 8th graders, to 
increase an ELA teaching position to full-time and also to 
assist us in providing two classes at the kindergarten level.

I want to congratulate the students who were inducted 
into our Junior National Honor Society and National Honor 
Society chapters. In order for a student to be considered 
into either of these organizations, he/she must have a mini-
mum GPA of a 90 and also demonstrate service, character 
and leadership. I am proud to say that we had 11 students 
inducted into Junior National Honor Society and six into 
the National Honor Society. All current and new members 
should be very proud of their accomplishments.

Finally, I want to personally thank the members of the 
Morris Booster Club for everything that they have done 
and continue to do to support our students. The purchase 
of a new concession stand, a 60 foot banner displayed along 
the varsity soccer fields, gifts for our fall senior athletes 
and raising over $500 for senior scholarships are just a few 
examples of the support they have already provided this fall. 
It means a great deal to the students and it helps provide a 
positive community atmosphere. Thank you again for your 
hard work and dedication to the students at MCS. 

—Mr. Matthew Sheldon, Superintendent

The Principal’s Corner
As I sit down to write this, I am witnessing change all 

around me. The summer has given way to the vibrant colors 
of autumn and the hours of daylight are waning with the tem-
peratures. This summer the topic of my newsletter article was 
change. So as I experience the changes of the seasons, I am 
also reflecting on the changes that we have encountered since 
the beginning of school. I certainly can say that I appreciate 
how we have addressed and handled the challenges we have 
encountered so far.

We welcomed new faculty and staff members along with 
new students. As I expected, everyone settled in nicely and is 
now part of our MCS family. We changed our email system, 
our school website and our telephone network. I wish I could 
say that all the changes were easy, but like most change there 
has been a learning curve for us. We are becoming a Google 
School and I can say every day I learn something new in the 
world of Google and try to share as much as possible with 
other staff members. We are continuing to add information 
to our website in an effort to make it a tool that is useful for 
all community members. We appreciate your patience as 
we have been learning how to use our new phone system.  
Any one of these changes would have been a significant 
challenge on its own; the fact that we are juggling so many 
things is a testament to the hard work of everyone here.  
We are an example of a learning community that perseveres 
and collaborates when faced with new opportunities and 
challenges.

Another exciting change for this year will be the MASA 
(Morris After School Alliance). This is an after school pro-
gram that we will be offering to students in grades PK-8. The 
program will take place three days a week (Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday) from 3:00-5:00 p.m. We certainly are glad to be able 
to offer an after school program once again.

In the area of curriculum and instruction, NYSED has 
recently released drafts for ELA and Math standards. These 
drafts are available for public comment now through November 
4. You can find the information regarding the drafts and 
the public surveys that are available at www.nysed.gov/
aimhighny. Along with ELA and math, there are changes 
coming for social studies, science and the arts, as well.  
As always, the teachers here will do the work that is required 
in order to implement standards and create curriculum that 
helps all students to achieve at a high level.

Continued on next page



2

Morris Central School 
Board Members

Margaret Caezza, President
Wendy Moore, Vice President

Brian Page
Michael Walling

Mary Dugan 

Morris Central School 
Administration

Matthew Sheldon, Superintendent
Katharine Smith, Principal

Deborah Chicorelli, Director of 
Pupil Personnel

Main Office 263-6100
Guidance 263-6116

Published bimonthly by
Morris Central School,

Morris, New York 13808

For submissions or  
calendar events contact  

Judy Matson  
(jmatson@morriscsd.org)

263-6102
or

Julene Waffle
(jwaffle@morriscsd.org)

Typeset and Printed by:
DCMO BOCES Printing Service

Norwich, New York

Homecoming Boosters
During homecoming week there are many things that occur to get the teams’ 

adrenalines built up to play. We start with Spirit Week where everyone dresses 
up (or down) to a different theme each day. This year we had Twin Day, Color 
Wars Day, Pajama Day, Dress-Like-A-Student/Dress-Like-A-Teacher Day 
and, of course, we ended the week with Blue and White Day. To finish Spirit 
Week on Friday, there was pep rally where we had fun cheering on tug-of-war 
teams, relay races, and painting faculty and staffs’ faces. At the pep rally the 
homecoming court was announced. Later that day there was the homecom-
ing parade, bonfire and dance. The Booster Club put together a f loat for the 
homecoming court for the nominees to ride on in the parade. Once the parade 
was over, the Booster Club set up a bonfire for everybody to enjoy as well as 
having a concession stand set up for everyone. After that was the dance for 
students in grades 7-12. During the dance the homecoming court was brought 
out in front of everyone and the Booster Club bought flowers for them to receive. 
The homecoming king, Fraser Bourgeois, and Queen, Gaby Machado, were 
announced and they received crowns from the Booster Club. The Booster Club 
also paid for the DJ for the dance. 
Homecoming games

On Saturday during the homecoming games, there were many things 
happening. The elementary students who play soccer had games on the Morris 
Rec. Fields, and both Modified Boys’ and Girls’ and the Varsity Boys’ and Girls’ 
teams played as well. While these games were going on the Booster Club sold 
Morris merchandise, ran a concession stand, and had 50/50 raffles. This year, 
the Booster Club purchased a huge Morris Mustang banner that is displayed on 
the end of the soccer field. 

Homecoming is a big deal here at Morris for the athletes, and it wouldn’t be 
possible without the Morris Central School Booster Club. As part of the Booster 
Club and as a parent, Rebecca Barringer said, “The Booster Club is a big sup-
porter of the athletic programs and athletes here at Morris, and I am proud to 
be part of it.” 

A recent post on Facebook boasted the Booster Club’s ambitions and goals: 
“The Morris Central Booster Club (MCBC) was formed to help support student 
athletes and sports at MCS. We provide financial support to teams for special 
equipment, uniform and transportation needs; we fund a student athlete col-
lege scholarship; and we work to create excitement and positive energy around 
MCS athletics. The club raises money through concession sales, raffles, sales 
of mustang gear and other special events. If you would like to be a part of this 
fun loving, Morris sports loving group, the Booster Club is always looking for 
more volunteers.” The work isn’t hard and is spread out over the members, but the 
payoff is huge. Come to a meeting (held the second Wednesday of every month) 
at the school’s library media center, message on Facebook, or email Booster 
Club members at morrisbooster@yahoo.com. Or you can contact any of the 
members. The newly elected officers are as follows: Mike Walling is President; 
Denise Richards is President Elect; Daphne Thompson is Vice President; Melanie 
Colburn is Secretary, and Mary Dugan is Treasurer. Members at large are Brian 
Brigham, Shana Brigham, Alison Aikins, and Rebecca Joy Barringer. Eveyone 
should like The Morris Central Booster Club on Facebook at https://www.face-
book.com/morrismustangs/?fref=ts. —Meghan Barringer, Senior

For me, change equals opportunity. Each change gives us a chance to improve, 
to make progress that will benefit all of our students. Your input is important to 
us as it helps us to address issues and concerns and allows us to keep moving 
forward in our pursuit of excellence. Thank you for your support.

—Ms. Katharine Smith, Principal

Principal’s Message, cont.
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monica Kilts,  
special education

I live in Waterville with my husband 
and three children. I attended college 
at MVCC and went on to complete my 
Masters at Utica College. I love spending 

my free time with my family and catching a few games of 
pick up soccer when I can. Upon coming to Morris I have 
noticed how caring and helpful everyone is. I am excited 
to be working with paraprofessionals who share the same 
excitement for learning as I do.

linda dicKey, Kindergarten
I was born and raised in Sidney, 

bought a house in Sidney and still reside 
there. I went to the following colleges: 
SUNY Delhi, SUNY Oneonta and 
Walden University. I like to spend time 

with my husband, step-daughter and fur babies! I’m so for-
tunate to have been placed in Morris. I love how Morris is 
such a close knit community. It reminds me of when I went 
to Masonville Elementary and everybody literally was so 
compassionate towards the students. No student felt unloved 
and really thrived because of how caring and dedicated the 

staff were. 
erica Knowles, social studies

I grew up in Guilford. I attended 
college at SUNY Oneonta for both my 
undergraduate and graduate degree. I am 
passionate about history, working with 

young people, cooking, and hiking. I spend my free time 
with my family, friends, and my new kitten Zeke. I enjoy 
working in Morris, and I love the close knit community!  
I look forward to a productive and exciting year.

deidra Forgit, permanent 
substitute teacHer

I g raduated SU NY Oneonta in 
December 2014 with my Bachelor’s 
Degree in Early Childhood and Childhood 
Education. I am currently working on 

my Master’s Degree in Literacy, also at SUNY Oneonta. 
When I am not doing homework, I love to read and spend 
time with my family. From the first time that I observed a 
classroom in Morris, I have always wanted to work here.  
I love the relationships that I have built with other teachers 
(now my co-workers) throughout the time that I have spent 
in the school. I have done countless observations in this 
school for my undergraduate classes and I also filled in for 
Mrs. Briguglio last year when she was having her baby!  
My hopes are that a teaching position opens up in Morris 
soon so I can have my own classroom! 

New Hires at Morris Central School
aaron sorensen,  
special education

Thanks to everyone for welcoming me 
into the Morris community. I am very 
impressed with the friendliness of the 
staff and students. I was born in Korea 

and adopted at the age of two. I grew up in Northport, LI, 
and I received my Bachelors of Arts from SUNY Cortland 
and my Masters of Science from the University of Albany, 
SUNY. I have been teaching for over 18 years as a special 
education teacher and taught every grade level from Pre-K 
to college and have taught at both private and public schools.  
I am a former Policy Board President of the Catskill Regional 
Teachers Center, former Co-President of the Gilbertsville 
Mount Upton Teachers Association, a founding board 
member and past president of the Oneonta World of Learning 
(a children’s museum in Oneonta). I live in Oneonta and am 
the father of two awesome boys ages 10 and 12. 

racHel andrews,  
pHysical education, HealtH, 
atHletic director

I have lived in a small community my 
entire life. I grew up in Andes where I 
graduated high school with 14 people 

(Mrs. Waffle graduated from there, too). I attended SUNY 
Delhi for two years where I played softball and studied 
physical education. I then transferred to SUNY Cortland 
to continue my studies in physical education and I started 
studying adaptive physical education. I graduated from 
SUNY Cortland in 2014 with my Bachelor’s Degree in K-12 
Physical Education with a concentration in adapted physical 
education. I am currently working on my Master’s degree 
from Ohio University in Athletic Administration. In recent 
years, I have coached soccer, basketball, and tennis.

I run the Andes Town Pool in the summer and have been 
a lifeguard there since I was 16. I have taught swim lessons 
there since I was 16 as well. I have my American Red Cross 
Lifeguard Instructor Certification, which allows me to teach 
lifeguarding classes. That includes CPR/AED and First Aid. 
I also am a NYS EMT-B and have been volunteering with 
the Andes Emergency Squad for three years. I look forward 
to my time here at Morris and only hope to grow with my 
students.

Welcome to Morris 

Central School!
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Parking Reminder
The parking spaces in the front loop are reserved for 

visitors and handicapped drivers. Handicapped parking 
is reserved for those who have a sticker displayed in their 
vehicles. Student-athletes and spectators must park in the 
parking lot across the street for practices and games.

News from Elementary Guidance
preparing For tHe november  
parent-teacHer conFerences

One of the most valuable school functions a parent 
should attend each year is the parent-teacher conference. 
The following suggestions will help you get ready for your 
upcoming parent-teacher conferences:
•	 Talk to your child prior to the conference. Have them tell 

you what they think are their best and worst subjects and 
why. Ask them if they have any questions they would 
like you to ask at conference time.

•	 Write down your questions. Some questions you might 
ask are as follows:

	 •	 Does	my	 child	 participate	 in	 class	 discussions	 and	
activities?

	 •	 Is	my	child	working	up	to	his/her	ability?
	 •	 How	well	does	my	child	get	along	with	others?
•	 Think of things the teacher may need to know about 

your child to make it easier for the teacher to meet their 
individual needs.

•	 Arrive on time. Teachers generally have several 
conferences scheduled back-to-back during a single 
day. Arriving on time will allow you to have all your 
questions and concerns addressed and help the teacher 
stay on schedule.

•	 Create a home-school connection for success. Ask the 
teacher what you can do at home to reinforce what is 
happening at school. 

—Mrs. Miller, Guidance Counselor
Taken from The Parent Institute, 1997

First graders learn about animals . . . tame and wild!

Snow Days 
Winter is now upon us and with that we have snow 

and ice. Some of you may wonder who decides to close 
school. Well, it is not just one person who makes this 
decision. Mr. Sheldon and Mr. Walls are up at the 
crack of dawn talking to each other, the village, town 
and state workers about the road conditions and the 
decision to delay or close school. 

Everyone is aware that sometimes the weather is 
hard to predict. There are certain factors that come 
into play when deciding whether or not to close school, 
but always the final decision comes down to the safety 
of our children. 

What if it does not start snowing until after your 
child arrives at school? This is also a difficult decision 
to make. In most cases, it is safer for children to stay 
at school. This gives the village, town and state time 
to clear the roads and make transportation safer. But 
there have been cases where students were sent home 
in the middle of the day because the forecast stated 
a major storm was approaching or would get worse 
before it got better. 

The school has an emergency plan in case students 
need to be sent home early due to the weather. 
•	 	It	has	been	decided	to	dismiss	students	early.	
•	 A	time	is	set	when	students	will	be	dismissed.	
•		 Radio	stations	are	notified	of	the	emergency	clos-

ing. 
•		 Faculty	and	staff	are	notified.	
•		 An	instant	message	via	phone,	text,	and	email	is	

sent to all parents and guardians.
In addition to the Automated School Notification 

System we employed last year, the radio stations that 
announce our school closings are WSRK, WDOS, 
WCDO, WSKG, WGY, WZOZ, WKXZ, WCXN, 
WAAL and WHWK. Also, you may tune your televi-
sion to Binghamton WBNG Channel 12, Utica WKTV 
Channel 2, News 10 Now on YNN, WUTR and WFXV 
Utica channel 33. You can also look at TheDailyStar.
com for closing information, too.
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MCS Drama Club
awKward silence announces

tHe 2016-2017 season
This year represents the fifth year of Awkward Silence, 

MCS’s Drama Club! We will begin on December 2 at 
7:00 p.m. in the Cafeteria with our much-desired Dessert 
Theater. This year’s selection will incorporate many of Carol 
Burnett’s more famous and hysterical skits. 

Our main show, The Hollow by Agatha Christie, will 
be presented on Friday and Saturday, January 27 and 28, 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Auditorium (Snow date is January 29 at 
2:00 p.m.). Finally, we will have our second Dessert Theater 
(more with Carol Burnett) in the spring on June 9 at 7:00 p.m.  
in the Cafeteria.

We have three departing seniors this year: Deirdre Brett, 
Joe Card and Jenn Colburn. Our presentations will be 
showcasing their talents as well as the many other wonder-
ful members of our group. Regulars and new-comers alike 
will add to a great troupe of actors and a wonderful season. 

Mark your calendars! As always, we thank you for your 
support. 

—Mrs. Telfer, Spanish

News from the Spanish Club
This year, we are changing up the Spanish Club a bit. 

We have a great set of officers, including Jenn Colburn, 
President; Matt Harrington, Vice President; Nancy Yaeger, 
Secretary; Deirdre Brett, Treasurer.

We will be meeting on the 2nd Tuesday of each month 
to do some fun and cultural activities including making 
Guatemalan Worry Dolls, Piñatas, Aguinaldos, Tin Toys, 
and a variety of other fun things. Our club is 30 students 
strong and we are looking forward to a great year.

—Mrs. Telfer, Spanish

Morris Voluntours Made a Difference!
Our group was 

very successful in 
making a difference 
in Ecuador this past 
summer. Not only 
did we work closely 
with school children 
in seven different 
schools who had lost 

so much, we also found a few minutes to enjoy ourselves and 
see some of the most interesting sights in Ecuador. 

Perhaps the highlight was the Equator. Next summer, we 
plan to return to help those less fortunate again. We will be 
once again taking school supplies and books (no hard covers, 
please!). Keep watch for more information!  

—Mrs. Telfer, Spanish

You’re Invited!
On Thursday, November 10 at 7:00 p.m. in the High 

School Auditorium, the Class of 2017 will be presenting 
All Because of Agatha. Admission will be $5 per person.

Being a cartoonist, Duff O’Hara can live where he 
chooses and, at the urging of his young bride Joan, this turns 
out to be historic Salem, Massachusetts. They are both taken 
by the charming old house that is shown to them; although 
Duff evinces misgivings when the real estate man reluc-
tantly admits that the house has one rather bizarre feature 
which has discouraged previous tenants from staying on—it 
is visited each year by a slightly destructive witch named 
Agatha Forbes. But Joan wants the house, witch and all, so 
they settle in. Things go so well that by the time Agatha’s 
annual visitation is due Duff and Joan decide to make a 
party of it, and hopefully a farewell one for Agatha. Joan’s 
Aunt Thelma comes to visit in time for the festivities for 
which the next door neighbors, Dr. Randolph and his mother 
(a medium who calls herself Madame La Solda), are also 
invited. Inasmuch as Agatha is a local legend, the newspaper 
sends its star reporter Flip Cannon along to cover the affair, 
but the atmosphere of gaiety soon vanishes when the witch 
herself arrives in a cloud of smoke and bad temper. Impatient 
from the outset, Agatha makes no bones about the fact that 
she wants everyone out of the house, although she does 
mellow to the extent of admitting that if she had a choice 
she would rather forego her enforced yearly visits and stay 
wherever it is witches live out eternity. She even goes along 
with Madame La Solda’s occult attempts to dissolve the 
commitment that binds her, but when this fails Agatha loses 
patience and repeats her evacuation order. As no one will 
cooperate, she then exercises her special powers and casts 
a spell which, to everyone’s dismay, makes them actually 
become, temporarily, as they secretly wish themselves to be. 
The results are uproarious. But Joan, fortunately, keeps her 
wits about her and solves the riddle of how to free Agatha 
from her house-haunting obligation—which she does in the 
nick of time and to the relief of all.

Filled with bright, funny dialogue and a cast of thoroughly 
delightful characters, the play deals with the hilarious plight 
of a young couple who move into a centuries-old house, 
only to find that it is haunted by a distressingly capricious, 
maddeningly tenacious, yet undeniably appealing witch.

The show will run only one night. We hope to see you 
there. Thanks for your support!

—Mrs. Telfer, Spanish

You Can Still Buy Your Yearbooks
November 1 marks the start of the late rate sale for year-

books. Please pre-order your yearbooks now, especially if 
you or your student wants personalization. You can make 
a down payment to reserve your book if you would like as 
well—only $5 reserves your book. 

Thank for your support! If you have questions, please 
contact Mrs. Waffle.
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nicK dugan (2006)
I currently reside in Minneapolis, 

MN. Prior to calling Minneapolis home 
I spent time in NY, CO, D.C. and WA 
states. On a day-to-day basis, I maintain 
the peace of 25 cooks, stewards, prep 
cooks, pastry cooks, sous chefs and 
pastry chefs while consistently develop-
ing, documenting and implementing new 
recipes, policies and procedures. My 

favorite thing about my job is the versatility. Some days I 
can be running a restaurant and other days I can be scrub-
bing pots and I adore each equally. I attended a conventional 
college brief ly after high school but neither my head nor 
heart were in it. I soon moved to Hyde Park, NY, where I 
attended the Culinary Institute of America. Upon graduat-
ing, I moved to Colorado Springs to work at The Broadmoor 
Hotel. There I spent time in the Penrose Room, a famed 
classic french restaurant. During my time at the Broadmoor 
the restaurant awarded 5 Forbes Stars while still maintaining 
5 AAA Diamonds. Upon leaving CO, I made Washington, 
D.C. my home. In D.C., I worked for Michael Mina, at the 
Four Seasons Hotel. I would work nine-hour morning shifts 
followed by 10-hour evening shifts. If there is one thing 
this business has taught me is that there is no time or space 
for those who are not willing to put in the hours. A 15-hour 
shift is typical, an 18-hour shift is not unreasonable. After 
three years in D.C., I received the call to move to Seattle, 
WA, to assume the position of Chef de Cuisine at Michael 
Mina’s RN74. This French Wine inspired restaurant taught 
me a lot about pairing food and wine. After two years in 
Seattle, I relocated to the midwest for position of Executive 
Chef at Eastside Eat & Drink for restauranteur. One year 
in and Eastside is doing very well, I am now moving to the 
western Minneapolis suburbs to a lake town called Wayzata 
where I will be opening a French Bistro as executive chef.

I have made the restaurant and hospitality industry my 
life; on rare days off, I visit other local eateries or travel to 
other food cities to check out the food and beverage scene.

eileen dugan (2008)
After graduating from Morris in 

2008, I attended The Culinary Insinuate 
of America. In 2011, I earned my associ-
ates degree in Baking and Pastry. After 
graduating from the premier culinary 
school in the world, things didn’t come 
as easy to start as I thought they would. 
Starting out as a beginner Cake Artist, 
I struggled financially as I strengthened 

my skill set to move up the ladder—something most people 
in the professional culinary field can relate to. 

After making my start in Rochester and struggling for 
three years, I strayed from my culinary roots to make ends 
meet. I tried my hand as a Life Insurance saleswoman as well 
as a bank teller. While some people may find these careers 
fascinating, I was bored senseless and all I thought about 
was finding my way back to food. After just over a year 
of dipping my toes in the pool of insurance and banking, I 
accepted a position where I completed my college internship 
at The Turning Stone Resort and Casino as a Pastry Cook.

During my time at the Casino, I was part of making des-
serts for their top restaurants such as The Steak House on 
the 21st f loor and Wildflowers in The Lodge. I also con-
tributed to their cafe Opals and any major events hosted at 
the Casino. Within a few months, I was presenting an array 
of desserts to all the executives in an effort to earn the 
Assistant Pastry Chef Position. While I did not obtain the 
position, it was a huge growing experience and meeting all 
the executives widened my network and introduced me to my 
current Chef. Chef Kevin was impressed with my products, 
and when he accepted a position as the Executive Chef of 
the Country Club of Rochester, he asked me to come along 
as his Pastry Cook. 

Since being back in Rochester and working at The Club 
with Chef Kevin, I have expanded my skill set and knowl-
edge more than I thought I would ever have the opportunity 
to do. After giving birth to my baby girl, Taegan Amelia, 
I am now in the running for Purchasing Manager at The 
Club. I would oversee all of the purchasing and inventory 
for everything in the Food and Beverage department. This 
will allow me to be home for my family as well as still 
have a career in the restaurant world. It takes a very strong, 
dedicated, hard-working person to succeed in this world, so 
I am proud to say that I am doing just that.

alicia cuozzo (2009)
I attended Milford BOCES for the Culinary Arts program 

in high school, but my passion and knowledge of food did 
not start there. For as long as I can remember, I’ve spent 
a decent amount of time in the kitchen. At an early age, I 
was constantly helping my mother with whatever I could, 
from baking brownies to peeling and slicing vegetables.  
As I grew into a young teenager, my passion grew more as the 
days passed. My first job at 14 years old was in a kitchen, and 
have found myself moving up in the food world since then.

In and out of many different establishments, I am very 
content with my cooking position now at a local golf course, 
Colonial Ridge Golf. Living only minutes away, seeing very 
many familiar faces makes it feel like I’m right at home. 
When I’m not spending my time there, I am at home with 
my wonderful boyfriend Bryan, our beautiful two-year-old 
daughter Sadie, and our three energetic labrador retrievers.

Continued on next page

MCS Alumni—What are they Doing Now?
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tommy Hite (2013)
I first became interested in culinary 

arts somewhere around 8th grade when 
I cooked with my grandma every time I 
visited her. After high school, I decided 
to attend the culinary program at SUNY 
Delhi. I am currently in my senior year in 
the culinary arts management program 
there. My favorite thing about being in 
the food industry is making people happy 

through food. There is nothing more enjoyable for me than 
cooking. After every dinner service, I feel like I’ve really 
accomplished something. The hours may be long and the 
work may be hard, but in the end it is worth it to me.

—Mrs. Waffle, ELA

MCS Alumni, cont.

College English in High School
Last year, Morris joined the Tompkins-Cor tland 

Community College CollegeNow program to provide ENGL 
101 and 102 in high school for college credit. These credits 
are offered at no charge to the student. Any senior who meets 
the prerequisites (85 on the English Regents or 90 in English 
11) is eligible to take the class. These credits transfer to all 
SUNY schools, as well as a variety of private and out-of-
state public universities.

Last year, nine students received a total of 54 credits. 
This saved parents in the District around $16,000 in college 
tuition. This year, we could award as many as 78 credits 
between 13 students.

For more information about the program, visit TC3’s 
CollegeNow website at: www.tc3.edu/collegenow.

—Mr. Degan, ELA

New Leaders 
congratulations to tHe new oFFicers  
oF tHe Following clubs

atHletic club
Co-Presidents: Meghan Barringer and Sam Ernst
Secretary: John Rozanski
Treasurer: Sam Ernst

yearbooK
Co-Editor-in-Chief: Joe Card and Rella Osuna
Copy Editor and Secretary: Nancy Yaeger
Design Editor: Stephanie Parker
Photo Editor: Matthew Harrington
Treasurer and Business Manager: Meaghan Barringer

sopHomore class
President: Jacob Walling
Vice President: Nate Edwards
Treasurer: Ben Child
Secretary: Jenna Gregory

Opportunity Knocks
Sixth Grade ELA is full of opportunity—the opportunity 

to become a great writer, super reader and deep thinker!  
We begin the year reading The Lightning Thief by Rick 
Riordan. Many students have read this book when it first 
came out, but they have never read it as deeply as they will 
now. They will see how Percy follows the path of a hero while 
they learn about inference and citing evidence. Over the  
year, we will be reading other great pieces of literature. 
A couple of these book titles include, Bud, Not Buddy by 
Christopher Paul Curtis and Dragonwings by Laurence Yep.

We will also be spending a great deal of time on our 
community read book, Milkweed by Jerry Spenelli. One of 
the sixth grade goals is to expose students to all genres of 
literature so students broaden their horizons. They might 
even be surprised at what they enjoy! 

—Mrs. Mackey, 6th Grade

Digging for Knowledge: 
5th Graders Visit Archaeology Site

During the first week of school fifth graders visited an 
archaeological dig where the Morris Historical Society 
excavated this past summer. Behind the Morris Library, 
the students found archaeological pits, mounds of dirt, 
uncovered stone foundations, wheelbarrows and screens for 
sifting. Here is what they thought of their visit.
From noaH moore

I liked visiting the archaeology site because we helped 
find artifacts by screening. Screening is scraping dirt. We 
found brick fragments. We also found rusty nails. After we 
were done screening, we put the dirt in a pile. Therefore, it 
was fun going on the archaeology tour.

From racHel Hill
I enjoyed the archaeology tour behind the library because 

I got to learn about history. I looked at maps of Morris from 
1849. I was able to screen the dirt for glass, leather, coal, 
and more. I looked at the stone building and saw the stone 
near the roof was carved 1845, when it was built. As you 
can see, I had learned a lot at the archaeology site.

From maiya King
I had fun at the archaeological site because I liked seeing 

interesting artifacts, like old metal scrap. I learned that the 
library used to be a shoe factory and was made in 1845. The 
bathroom was outside in an outhouse that is now just a hole 
with stone around it, and they threw trash into this hole. 
Then they put the bathroom inside. I also liked seeing the 
pits where the glass came from. I liked visiting the site and 
other people might like it also.

—Mrs. Norman, 5th Grade
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Homecoming dance
The homecoming dance took place on September 31 

following the annual parade, to get everyone hyped for the 
homecoming games the following day. Any student, grades 
7-12, could have attended. Everyone from 8th to 12th grade 
voted on senior athletes who they wanted as the homecom-
ing king and queen, the nominees were announced during 
the school’s pep rally.

Meghan Barringer, Deirdre Brett, Rebecca Rutte, Sam 
Ernst and Brent Wist were elected members of the court. 
Gaby Machado, our foreign exchange student from Brazil, 
was queen and Frazer Bourgeois was king. Gaby said, “I 
feel loved by everyone and the school. I never would’ve 
expected this; I was crying. I will be forever thankful and 
take this memory back to Brazil and never forget it.”

—Rella Osuna, Senior 

we’ve got spirit!
This year’s homecoming parade proved true to its tradi-

tion—it rained!  But that did not stop players, coaches, fans, 
and community members from celebrating. The Booster 
Club sponsors the parade and helps to make everything run 
smoothly every year. 

Like most years, the parade was held on the night of the 
annual bonfire and homecoming dance. The parade was a 
great opportunity for the community of Morris to show their 
appreciation for all of the athletes.

All of the fall sports teams designed f loats to show off 
their Mustang spirit around town. As similar to other years, 
there were some very fun and interesting f loats displayed at 
the parade. Senior captain Brent Wist has always thought the 
parade has had a positive impact; he said,  “The atmosphere 
of the homecoming parade this year was amazing. The con-
nection between the community and the school was special.” 
This connection is what makes the parade so unique and 
special every year. Even rain can’t spoil our Mustang spirit!

—Matthew Harrington, Senior

Homecoming 2016
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School of Rock
For this year’s chorus trip to New York City, we saw the 

Broadway Musical, The School of Rock. We left at 6:00 a.m. 
and had a long bus ride down. When we arrived there, the 
group I was in went to look at some shops and then we ate 
at Five Guys. 

The show was great. It was amazing to see such young 
actors and actresses performing live music in front of so 
many people. Deirdre Brett said that she “loved all of the 
interesting people and places in the city.” The trip was fan-
tastic as usual, and I’d like to thank the administration and 
faculty for allowing us to do this every year. 

—Frazer Bourgeois, Senior

Honor Society Induction

Mrs. Briguglio’s second grader Lucas Waff le testing his family 
on how well they know him at Open House.

Varsity Boys’ Soccer
The boys’ varsity team worked very hard to perfect their 

skills this season. Currently, their captains to lead and moti-
vate them are Seniors Cameron Best, Ryan Morlock and 
Brent Wist. Brent Wist said, “There’s nothing better than 
playing with some of your best friends, working together 
and getting the W.”

These boys are more than a team; they are a family.  
They know that everyone has got each other’s back and, 
most importantly, they know to play the ball not the player. 

—Stephanie Parker, Freshman

Ty Burlison 
proudly showing 
off his artwork.

Open House
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Getting into the Common Read
Common Read Big Event for the Community: 
December 1, 6:00-7:30 p.m.

This fall Juniors and Sophomores in Mrs. Waffle’s class 
started the year with their TUCCR book. The Uncommon 
Community Read (TUCCR) program is in its second year. 
This year, many students were able to keep their books so 
they may start or add to their own personal libraries. This 
year’s ELA 9-11 book is Night by Elie Wiesel. Sophomores 
and Juniors were introduced to Night by reading the allegori-
cal children’s story The Terrible Things by Eve Bunting, also 
a TUCCR program book. Both stories tell of the Holocaust 
and teach us lessons we might learn about being kind and 
human. 

The whole community is invited to read our Common 
Read books with us. We will be hosting a huge, powerful 
“Big Event,” something like a museum in our own halls 
that will involve almost all of our MCS students and even 
students from other schools. The event will be held on 
December 1—keep on the lookout for more details. It is an 
event you won’t want to miss.

In addition, this fall juniors learned to write resumes 
and practiced writing college entrance essays. Their next 
units will tackle Edgar Allen Poe and Flight (by Sherman 
Alexie), and Fahrenheit 451 (by Ray Bradbury). Sophomores 
researched their names and participated in a joint writing 
workshop let by Mr. Harmer and Mrs. Waffle in October. 
Their next units include a monster study using Beowulf (from 
the Anglo-Saxon tradition) and Mary Shelly’s Frankenstein. 

We are looking forward to a busy and interesting year.
—Mrs. Waffle, Secondary ELA

Relay for Characters
After days of critically analyzing character development 

in The Outsiders in Ms. Samps’ English 9, students engaged 
in a tag team relay race to demonstrate their learning while 
simultaneously showing off their crab-walking skills. 
Students worked together to decide how best to label their 
characters and swiftly place them in the proper location on 
the chalkboard. Once the race was completed, students then 
worked diligently to defend their decisions using evidence 
in a class discussion. 

—Ms. Samplaski, ELA 

Adrianna Sperry lunges  
with precision to claim the  

lead for her team. 

Stephanie Parker powerfully expe-
dites communication with her team 

to make a decision on where to 
place their character card.

In the second part 
of the event, Kylie 
Brigham, Mason 
Valentine, Justice 
Palmer, and Scott 

Strain work to decide 
how to best defend 

their positions from the 
relay race with textual 
evidence while refer-

ring back to the board.

Three Cheers For . . .
•	 Robbie Hand for finding and returning Jacob Walling’s 

iPod
•	 Morris	 Booster	 Club	 for	 all	 their	 work	 helping	 our	 

student athletes
•	 Robbie Hand and his father, who stopped and helped 

Mr. and Mrs. Norman mow around their New Lisbon 
schoolhouse

•	 Jacob Spoor for helping with the plants in Mrs. Telfer’s 
Room

•	 The	custodial	staff	for	making	the	building	so	beautiful	
for the start of the school year

•	 Meghan Brigham for selling so many mums for the 
Class of 2017

•	 Jenn Colburn for bringing Mrs. Telfer the Dunkin’ 
Munchkins!

•	 Samantha Barringer for always volunteering to help 
her classmates during English class

•	 The	Class	of	2017	for	working	so	hard	on	the	senior	play
•	 To	the	yearbook	staff	for	having	all	the	templates	done	

within the first month of school! Wow—it was a record!
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Meeting  Goals Morris Central School-September 2016 

How many fruits and 
vegetables do you and 
your child consume 
each day?  

1 serving size  
 

 Children - the size of 
their palm 
 
 Adults – a serving is a 
fruit the size of a 
tennis ball, ½ cup 
fresh fruit, or ¼ cup 
dried fruit. 
 
 Adults – a serving of 
vegetables is ½ cup of 
raw or cooked 
vegetables, or 1 cup 
of leafy greens 

  Family Mealtime 
 Do not underestimate the 

importance of family mealtime: 
take time to sit down together. 

 Many hands make light work; get 
your family involved with meal 
planning and preparation. 

  Try it! 
 Offer fruits and veggies 

different ways and try the three 
bite rule each time; it can take 7-
10 tries before you like new food. 

 Many fruits and veggies taste 
great with a dip or dressing. Try 
a low fat salad dressing with 
yogurt or get protein with peanut 
butter. 

 Make a fruit smoothie with low 
fat yogurt.  Leafy greens can be 
added for added nutrition. 

  Mix it! 
 Add fruits or veggies to foods 

you already make like pasta, rice, 
soups, pizza, etc. Or to breakfast 
foods like eggs or cereal. 

 Try to have at least one fruit or 
vegetable at every meal. 

  Slice it! 
 Wash and chop veggies and fruits 

so they are ready to grab and 
eat. 

 Enjoy vegetables fresh or lightly 
steamed. 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact 5-2-1-0 Coordinator, 
christine.burrington@bassett.org,  
607.547.3383 for more information. 
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Out-Running the Competition

Congratulations to the GMU-MCS XC team for a great 
showing at the Bill McCann XC Relay Invitational. Our girls 
duo of Deirdre Brett and Vasiliki Drapaniotis out-ran the 
competition to become the overall champions!

Congratulations to Deirdre and Vasiliki and the whole 
the team!

Third Grade Cabbage Program
At the end of third grade 

every year, local students 
are invited to grow a cab-
bage and enter it into a 
contest. It’s called the 
Bonnie Plants 3rd Grade 
Cabbage Program.

Now in Fourth grade, 
Mason Linton entered a 
cabbage he named “Calvin” 

and it weighed ten pounds. 
Madison Moore also submit-
ted an entry for judging with 
a huge cabbage weighing 17.2 
pounds. Makenzie Hoyt also 
submitted a ten pound entry 
to the contest.

These submissions have 
been forwarded to Bonnie 
Plants to compete for a $1,000 
scholarship. One winner is 

selected for each 
state.

Best of luck to 
all these students!


